Questions  & Answers 

Aviva Kadosh, BJE Hebrew Language Consultant

Aviva Kadosh, the BJE’s Hebrew language Consultant, together with a team of educators provide ongoing field supervision to teachers and evaluation tools to principals in schools that are offering Hebrew Language Immersion in their pre-schools and early childhood grades.  If you want to read more about her: http://www.bjela.org/content_display.html?ArticleID=164972
1. Q: The teacher seems to be talking very rapidly, its very hard to discern what words she wants to emphasize.  Should she slow down? Maybe find a way to emphasize the key words she’s trying to convey?

A: Its very likely that parents might sit in a class and not understand themselves and then worry about their kids reaction.  Kids have an easier time, at the beginning they don’t understand.  But, they actually may be.  And sometimes they just follow the leader and eventually they make the connection between the teacher’s action and what they’re hearing.  Kids can’t articulate that’s happening.  I’m less concerned about speed, but would like to make sure the teacher is sheltering the language.  Meaning; choosing words carefully, minimizing the number of words and trying to say things in the same way over and over.  True, you don’t want to use long complicated words at first.  But sentences should be real and nothing incorrectly stated.  It’s a balance.  The more language they learn, the more relaxed the language can be.  Normal speech is part of what we do.  Think about how you spoke to your own babies when they were one.  You slow down a little, but not a lot.  You don’t discuss Bush’s latest speech, but you say what you need to.  

2. Q: Is this methodology of a multi-activity approach a good one with this age group?  3-4 yr olds? 

A:  Yes, ideal.  Everything should connect to whatever they’re reading about or singing about.  These multiple activities are perfect to be able to “do things” and they need to be connected.  If the teacher’s using the language as they’re working on their projects, this is far better than extended circle times for example where the kids will tire of the activity. 

3. Q: We gave out a transliterated vocabulary list to parents so they could reinforce the learning at home.  Any other ideas on how to advise parents about reinforcement?

A: Honestly, I think the vocabulary list is a bad idea.  [Note to parents: the vocabulary list was my idea, I pushed Orna to do it.  Just so you know.]  Parents are usually not teachers and they won’t know how to use it.  Remember, you’re not teaching words, you’re teaching language.  

Parents will ask the kids to tell them how to say things in Hebrew and they won’t remember and they’ll feel badly.  If you want to send parents something, send in English a summary of a story, a summary of a story and what it was about.  Or, “we’re learning what we wear.”  That kind of thing.  Parents don’t have to reinforce at home.  If they want to, they can get videos to show, play Hebrew music to them.  The reinforcement has to be in context.  

For parents who speak more Hebrew, reading short books to the kids is fine.  One suggestion if they’re not speaking to the kids in Hebrew all the time is to have a designated “Hebrew time” at home.  Parents speak to them only at Hebrew at that time.  Watch little videos together.  In example, if they learned about fruits/vegetables, to reinforce, a parent can playact being a teacher and ask the child about which one they want to eat, which one the doggy wants to eat, etc. offering two suggestions in Hebrew so the child can say the word in Hebrew if they understood correctly.  Another example, if the kids learned 5 fruits, put them all on the table, and then ask about it the way the teacher does. In Hebrew, “is this a pear or an orange?”  

4. Q: What do you think of our materials list?  Are there other types of resources you recommend? 

A: It looks fine.  Frankly, anything that exists can be great for material.  Shower curtain with fish on the floor can tie into beach discussion, clothes, stuffed animals.  Nursery school teachers are very good at finding things at 99cent stores.  Also you should consider collecting materials made in Israel that will create an atmosphere of Israel.  A calendar that’s Israeli, written from right to left.  Posters.  Use Israeli rather than American materials.  What houses look like, scenery, etc. The more we have the more it feels like Israel.  

5. Q: Some of the kids seemed anxious at various times during class.  Any ideas of what to do? 

A: Is it anxious about the class or separation anxiety?  These kids are young.  Some (but not nearly all) schools decide to do language immersion at 4 for that reason.  Help your child as you would normally cope with the new environment and then let them enjoy the class.  If its fun, they’ll have a good time and learn.

6. Q: We’ve set parents expectations if they are coming just one time a week to the class that there will be a minimal learning experience for the child.  Any comments or suggestions about this? 

A: Insist that everyone comes and shoot for 2 times a week.  If people really want it they need to commit to it.  Once per week a lot gets lost in 6 days.  They really should make at least a twice a week commitment.  The programs that really work well are typically 5 day programs, in many cases an hour each day and that’s it.  But its consistent and frequent.  You really should find an institution that can partner with you on this effort if nothing else to provide that 5 day a week exposure.  

